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[April seemed anxious to hear the opinions of those who had tried it, he had no objection to state what he had observed. As regards any fear of combustion, he thought there was no risk of the flame extending backwards. What was seen in gas pipes, or in flexible gas tubes, was sufficient to show that this fear was altogether imaginary. With respect to the question whether ether did produce insensibility to pain during surgical operations, there could no longer be any doubt. Dr Boot had stated that it should not be given to children. These, however, he thought were the best subjects for it. He had observed in some cases that a state of excitement was induced, and that the individual lost all power of restraining his movements. It had happened in consequence that some operations, which are usually performed with the greatest ease, had been rendered very difficult, and in a few could not be accomplished. He had known individuals experience considerable sickness and vomiting after the inhalation, and in some females it had induced distressing hysterical symptoms of long continuance. In one case he had seen convulsions occasioned. He did not attach much importance to causing extinction of pain during operations. No doubt if this could be accomplished without running any risk of inconvenience, or danger, it would be an advantage ; but when, as in the instances to which he had alluded, the contrary was the case, he considered it more likely to be injurious than beneficial. He was far from being prejudiced against it, however ; on the contrary, he had been the first to employ it publicly in the Royal Infirmary. Good surgery consisted in carrying out more important objects than removing temporary pain, and so far as his experience had hitherto gone, he was not much impressed in favour of ethereal inhalation.
Dr Moir alluded to a midwifery case, in which he had applied the long forceps while the patient was under the influence of the ether. Although very great force was employed before the head could be brought down past the point of resistance, yet the patient, as she declared afterwards, was perfectly unconscious of the pain she must otherwise have suffered. She remembered nothing connected with the birth of the child, till she heard it scream, which was not for some minutes after its birth, it being born in a state of asphyxia. While under the ether, the uterine action was strong, and so were the contractions of the abdominal muscles. She answered correctly the questions put to her during its action. Dr Simpson had informed him that he had tried it in some natural cases, and that in one case where the mother had suffered very severely in her former delivery, during the passage of the head, she had been unconscious of its birth when under the action of ether.
. Dr Hughes Bennett remarked, that it was a matter of great importance to put on record all those facts connected with any injurious effect apparently induced by the ether. That it possessed the power ascribed to it of removing for a time the consciousness of the individual, and thereby destroying sensation, was everywhere admitted. The danger likely to be incurred was from its indiscriminate application. He had that morning examined the body of a woman who had died after amputation of the thigh, performed a fortnight ago. He had seen the operation completed under the influence of ether, without the slightest sensation of pain being produced in the individual. The immediate cause of her death was considered to be secondary purulent depositions ; and, in point of fact, a large abscess had formed in the stump, and the right wrist joint was full of purulent matter. The patient, however, had also pneumonia in both sides, in the inferior lobes, which were condensed, presenting red hepatization well marked at their lower portions, whilst the superior lobes of both lungs, but especially the left, were affected with bronchitis, yielding on section a copious frothy fluid. Now the pneumonia in this case was recent, and it might be asked how far it had been occasioned by the ethereal inhalation. Dr Bennett also thought that, in many cases, it would be necessary to auscultate the lungs and heart very carefully before giving ether. He could not help forming the opinion, that where incipient tubercle existed in the lungs, or valvular disease in the heart, its employment would not be free from danger. Dr Simpson mentioned two cases of perforating ulcer of the bowel, one of which he had seen with Mr Syme. In one of the cases, the ulcer perforated into the vagina. In the other it had led to abscess around the rectum, which required to be opened. Neither was fatal.
Dr Spiltal described the case of a young man who had laboured under ordinary disease of the hip-joint, some of the circumstances attending which, however, were very remarkable, and he did not think had yet been recorded. In the progress of the case a sinus formed a little above the joint, from which at first a purulent discharge took place. Subsequently, however, this was accompanied with occasional discharges of flatus, and small quantities of feculent matter. On post-mortem examinations sinus was found to lead from the acetabulum?which had become perforated by the disease?down the internal surface of the pelvis, beneath the peritoneum, until it arrived at the lower end of the rectum?below the point of reflection of the peritoneum?into which it entered by a small rounded opening ; thus at once revealing the peculiar source of the discharges mentioned. Ulceration of the Cervix, &o., during Pregnancy.?Dr Gumming related a case of mucous polypus, with slight ulceration of os uteri, accompanied by considerable hemorrhage. In the month of June, last year, the patient complained to him of having been weakened by a draining of blood from the womb of rather more than two months' duration. Suspecting ulceration, an examination, by means of the speculum, was made, and a small potypus, attached to the lower part of the cervix uteri just within the os, was discovered, and likewise a very superficial ulceration round the orifice. Having nothing with him at the moment with which to detach the polypus, Dr C. touched both it and the ulcerated surface very freely with nitrate of silver. From that moment the hemorrhage ceased. On the next examination, some days afterwards, no polypus could be discovered?the ulceration was proceeding favourably? and ultimately the case did well. In all probability, the polypus had been detached by the free use of the nitrate of silver, and had come away subsequently. At the time of this slight operation, neither the patient nor Dr C. had any idea that she was pregnant ; and it was with some surprise, that precisely seven months thereafter, he was summoned to attend her in her confinement.
The child was at the full time evidently, perhaps even above the average size. There was nothing remarkable about the labour, and the recovery was good. We are informed by Dr Simpson that latterly he has ascertained two important points with regard to the use of ether in midwifery. First, its action may be kept up for hours. In one case he had a patient placed for four, and in another for five hours and a half, under its influence before the child was born. When the patients awoke, about thirty or forty minutes after delivery, they were quite unconscious of the birth of their infants, and could scarcely at first be persuaded of the happy result. Both labours had been previously exceedingly tedious. One of the patients had child's head arrested at the brim, and after being above thirty-six hours in labour, was delivered by Dr S. with the long forceps. Second, the foetus in utero seems not to be deleteriously affected by even such prolonged etherization of the mother. In these two cases the action of the foetal heart was carefully watched by Dr S. with the stethoscope, and did not vary above ten or fifteen beats during the whole time of the etherization. Both children were born alive and well.
Ethereal inhalation has also been tried in several cases of facial neuralgia, inducing insensibility to the painful paroxysms, and sleep which could not otherwise be procured.
Another application has been made by M. Baudens to determine true from feigned diseases in the army. In one case, where curvature of the back was simulated, the deformity disappeared during the insensibility caused by ether, and the individual was led to confess the imposture. In another case, a suspected ankylosis of the hip joint was in the same way proved to be a reality. 
